DISASTERCITY. ROBOT FARMERS!

Inside the Ultimate Catastrophe-Training School And 7 Other High-Tech Ways to Feed the World
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WHAT'S NEW

STOP ON
WATER

VACATION GETS SAFERWITH A
WATERCRAFT THAT BRAKES

SeaDoo’s GTX Limited promises to do
everything fast—even slow down. As the first
personal watercraft with brakes, it aims

to make riding easier and reduce accidents
by stopping in half the usual distance.

| revved the SeaDoo up to more than 50 mph
on the Indian River in Florida, hit the brake, and
held my breath. Personal watercraft, which can
usually only coast to a stop after you release
the throttle, have a bad reputation: Although
they make up less than 10 percent of
recreational boats, they account
for 24 percent of accidents. Even
braking could be risky, since a
sudden force can send a rider over
the handlebars. But SeaDoo uses
a computerized system to gently
coordinate an underwater
brake and a reverse gear.
| came to a dead stop in
about 100 feet—half the
distance of the brake-less
rider next to me.

A full gas-shock
suspension—another first—
cushioned the rest of my 255-
horsepower ride. In fact, | had
such a hoot that | forgot | was driving
what's arguably the world’s safest
personal watercraft.—MARK ANDERS

HOW T0O SLOW THE SEADOO SeaDoo GTX

Limited i5 255
$16,500;

sea-doo.com
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